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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At itB forty-first session, the Commission on Human Rights adopted
resolution 1985/33, by which it decided to appoint a special rapporteur to
examine questions relevant to torture.

2. On 12 May 1985, the Chairman of the Commission appointed Mr. Peter
Kooijmans (Netherlands) Special Rapporteur, who, in pursuance of Commission
resolutions 1986/50, 1987/29 and 1988/32, submitted reports (E/CN.4/1986/15,
E/CN.4/1987/13 and E/CN.4/1988/17 and Add.l) to the Commission at its
forty-second, forty-third and forty-forth sessions respectively.

3. At its forty-forth session, the Commission adopted resolution 1988/32, by
which it decided to continue the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for two
years, in order to enable him to submit further conclusions and
recommendations to the Commission at it6 forty-fifth and
forty-sixth sessions. The Economic and Social Council endorsed that
resolution by decision 1988/130.

4. At its forty-fifth session, the Commission had before it the
fourth report of the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1989/15) and adopted
resolution 1989/33 by which, after recalling its resolution 1988/32 of
8 March 1988, it decided that the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his
mandate, should continue to seek and receive credible and reliable information
from Governments, as well as specialized agencies, intergovernmental
organizations and non-governmental organizations.

5. In conformity with Commission resolutions 1988/32 and 1989/33 the Special
Rapporteur hereby presents his fifth report to the Commission. Chapter II of
the report deals with a certain number of aspects pertaining to the Special
Rapporteur's mandate and method of work. Chapter III consists of the
correspondence between the Special Rapporteur and Governments of States with
regard to which detailed information alleging the practice of torture has been
received. This chapter describes, in a summarized form, communications from
the Special Rapporteur to Governments, including both urgent appeals and
letters, and Governments' replies thereto. Chapter IV consists of reports on
the visits by the Special Rapporteur to Guatemala and Honduras, as well as the
follow-up of his visits in 1988 to Peru, the Republic of Korea and Turkey.
Chapter V contains conclusions and recommendations.
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II. MANDATE AND METHODS OF WORK

6. The Special Rapporteur received a great number of communications with
information on alleged cases of torture or severe maltreatment. Whenever the
information contained in these allegations is sufficiently detailed and is not
patently fabricated the Special Rapporteur feels that it is his duty to bring
these allegations to the attention of the Government concerned and to ask for
its comment. The fact that the number of allegations transmitted to
Governments is still increasing does not mean by itself that the occurrence of
torture in the world is also increasing. It may be explained by the fact that
the Special Rapporteur's mandate is becoming more widely known and that an
ever-increasing number of non-governmental organizations have become familiar
with it. Another factor of importance is that allegations tend to become more
detailed and therefore lend themselves more easily to submission to
Governments. In previous years no action could be taken on a considerable
number of allegations as they did not contain sufficient information about the
identity of the victim, the date on which the victim was arrested or tortured,
the place where he was allegedly subjected to torture or the type of torture
which was inflicted. The Special Rapporteur has learnt that steps were being
taken by Human Rights Information and Documentation Systems, International
(HURIDOCS) to bring into use a standardized format for allegations submitted
by non-governmental organizations. The Special Rapporteur welcomes this
development since it can contribute to a greater effectiveness of his and
other mandates.

7. The Special Rapporteur wishes to point out that the number of allegations
submitted to certain Governments may not be taken as an indication of the
extent of the practice of torture in those particular countries. First of
all, previous statements of the Special Rapporteur have to be reiterated, to
the effect that in submitting allegations to Governments he does not take a
position on the merits thereof, since he is not in a position to do so. The
number of allegations received with regard to a particular country, however,
is determined not only by the human rights situation in that country, but also
by other factors. Some societies have a more open character than others so
that it is easier to collect information about the internal situation. The
degree of public awareness in a country and the presence there of human rights
monitoring organizations are relevant factors, as is also the role played by
opposition political groups or religious communities.

8. Neither does the fact that no allegations have been submitted to a
particular Government necessarily mean that no torture is practised in that
country. Because of the closed character of a society or the prevalent
political climate the sparse information received can be so incomplete that it
is impossible to transmit it to the Government concerned.

9. When allegations received contain a combination of human rights
violations which are covered by a special mandate, the dominant element
determines under which mandate action will be taken. The most common of such
combinations of serious violations is the allegation that a corpse has been
found with gunshot or stab wounds and with marks of torture. Since here the
killing is the dominant element the allegation is transmitted by the Special
Rapporteur on summary or arbitary executions. If, however, it is alleged that
a person had died as a result of torture, torture is the dominant element and
the allegation is transmitted by the Special Rapporteur on torture.
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10. The Special Rapporteur extends his appreciation to all Governments which
have provided him with comments on the allegations transmitted. A number of
the replies received contained extensive information; others merely stated
that the matter had been investigated and that the allegation was found to be
baseless. The Special Rapporteur would appreciate it if he were informed on
what basis such a conclusion had been drawn. When, for example, the
Special Rapporteur is informed that a person, alleged to have died as a result
of torture, died from another cause, without any further particulars, such
information in itself cannot be considered as conclusive evidence that torture
has not taken place.

11. The Special Rapporteur received invitations from three Governments to
visit their country. He welcomes these invitations from the Governments of
Guatemala, Honduras and Zaire since consultations with authorities and
professional and other non-governmental organizations in the country itself
are an excellent means of observing the situation and of making
recommendations which are specifically geared to the needs of that particular
country. In thiB context the Special Rapporteur wishes to express his deep
appreciation to the Governments of the Republic of Korea and of Turkey for the
way they have reacted to hi6 recommendations contained in last year's report.
The Special Rapporteur feels that through this form of co-operation with
individual Governments the prevention of torture is excellently served.

12. Reports on the visit to Guatemala and Honduras are contained in this
report (chapter IV). Since the visit to Zaire is scheduled for the third week
of January, the report on that visit will be published in an addendum to this
report.

13. The Special Rapporteur again wishes to underline that an invitation
extended to him by a Government should not be seen as an admission that
torture is practised in the country concerned. Since the main purpose of such
a visit is the prevention of torture in the future and since torture can
happen in any society, this type of visit, which is of a consultative
character, is mainly future-oriented. The Special Rapporteur can also be
invited to visit a country to investigate alleged cases of torture, but up to
now no invitations for such an investigatory visit have reached him.

Ih. Sometimes the Special Rapporteur receives information about a certain
regime or a certain technique which is practised in a country and which is
said to cause effects that are tantamount to the effects of torture. In such
cases the Special Rapporteur has found it more appropriate to try to have
consultations with the Government concerned, rather than bringing such
information to its attention in the usual way. In this context mention may be
made of information received by the Special Rapporteur according to which the
detention regime in the Federal Republic of Germany for prisoners who are
serving sentences for having committed terrorist crimeE amounted to torture or
inhuman treatment. It was alleged in particular that these detainees were
kept in solitary confinement which could result in sensory deprivation. For
this reason they had demanded to be detained collectively or in groups, a
demand which they had tried to enforce by a hunger-strike.

15. On his request the Special Rapporteur has held consultations in Bonn with
representatives of the Ministry of Justice. He was informed that the
prisoners concerned (whose number is about 25) still constituted a danger for
society and that for that reason special security measures, for example with



E/CN.4/1990/17
page 4

regard to their lodging, were necessary. It was denied, however, that they
were lodged in soundproof cells; moreover, all of them had radio-sets, record
players or tape recorders in their cells. During certain hours of the day
they could have contact with other prison inmates, but most of them refused to
do so as they did not consider themselves as common criminals; to this
extent, therefore, their isolation was self-chosen. They had regular contacts
with their lawyers (in private) and with other visitors and could correspond
with other detainees belonging to the same group and with the outside world,
although such correspondence was subject to censorship. The Special
Rapporteur was provided with detailed information about the prison conditions
of each of the prisoners concerned. He was assured that the matter had the
constant attention of the Government and that measures had been taken and were
under consideration to make prison life as humane as possible for this special
category of detainees.

16. During the second session of the Committee against Torture, established
under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, the Special Rapporteur had an exchange of views with
the Committee on 18 April 1989. The content of this exchange of views is
reflected in the report of the Committee to the General Assembly (A/44/46,
paras. 15-21). The Special Rapporteur also had informal consultations with
the Chairman of the Committee. The Special Rapporteur welcomes the
opportunity to have periodical consultations with a treaty-based body which,
though its functions are of a different - albeit complementary - character,
serves the same goal, viz. the eradication of torture.

17. The Committee established under the European Convention for the
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment has
been appointed and started its work on 13 November 1989. The Special
Rapporteur will keep himself informed of the work of the Committee and seek
contacts with the Committee whenever he deems it useful for the carrying out
of his mandate.

18. Another important event was the adoption by the General Assembly, by its
resolution 43/173 of 9 December 1988, of the Body of Principles for the
Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment. Since
the contents of this document are closely linked with his mandate, the Special
Rapporteur will come back to it in chapter V "Conclusions and recommendations".
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III. ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR

A. Urgent action

19. During the period covered by the present report, the Special Rapporteur
continued to receive requests for urgent action or information containing
elements which, he deemed,.justified 6uch urgent action. These requests
principally concerned persons who were allegedly being subjected to torture,
or regarding whom fears were expressed that they may be subjected to torture,
usually while being held incommunicado in police or army custody, or during
interrogation. The Special Rapporteur brought 51 of these cases to the
immediate attention of the respective Governments and appealed to them, on a
purely humanitarian basis, to ensure that the right to physical and mental
integrity of those concerned was protected and that the treatment meted out to
them while in detention was humane.

20. Appeals were 6ent to the following Governments: Benin, Brazil, Chile,
China, Colombia, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti,
Honduras, Israel, Mauritania, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Philippines,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Turkey, United Arab Emirates,
Zaire.

21. The following Governments replied to the appeals for urgent action
addressed to them by the Special Rapporteur: Benin, Chile, Colombia,
Ethiopia, Guatemala, Honduras, Myanmar, Panama, Peru, Philippines, South
Africa, Sudan, Turkey.

22. Further details on the contents of the appeals and of government replies
thereto received by 20 December 1989 are given in section B below, entitled
"Correspondence with Governments".

B. Correspondence with Governments

Algeria

23. On 6 April 1989 the Special Rapporteur addressed a letter to the
Government of Algeria transmitting information alleging that violations of
human rights had occurred in Algeria following the riots in October 1988,
mainly in the form of arbitrary arrests and torture.

2k. According to the information, various law enforcement agencies, civilian
as well as military, practised torture as a matter of routine. In certain
places, torture sessions are reported to have taken place in the presence of
the civil authorities. Also, in some places doctors and paramedical staff are
alleged to have assisted the torturers.

25. The methods of torture alleged to have been used consisted mainly of
corporal punishment, sexual violence, electrodes applied to all part6 of the
body, cigarette burns, the forcible administration of harmful liquids and
harmful substances and various humiliations. This torture was practised
inter alia at the military camp of Sidi-Ferruch and the police station at
Boufarik.
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26. On 16 October 1989 the Government of Algeria addressed a letter to the
Special Rapporteur stating that its position on the question of torture had
always been and remained one of firm and unequivocal condemnation of that
unacceptable practice. The Government quoted a number of statements made by
senior Algerian officials, including the President of the Republic, strongly
condemning the practice of torture and giving an assurance that he had taken
the requisite measures and that persons guilty of such practices would be
punished. As to the events of October 1988, the Government stated that
appeals had been filed by the victims of those events and that the cases were
pending.

Bahrain

27. On 21 April 1989 the Special Rapporteur addressed a letter to the
Government of Bahrain transmitting information concerning the case of Ebrahim
Bahman M. A. Dashti, born on 25 January 1959 in Manama, Bahrain. Mr. Dashti
was allegedly brutally arrested on 16 March 1985 and questioned about his
alleged connections with a banned organization called the Islamic Front for
the Liberation of Bahrain, which he denied. Subsequently he was allegedly
subjected to various types of torture, including severe beating on all parts
of the body; flogging with cables, steel wires and a wood baton; forcing the
head in & tank of water almost until suffocation; immersion in two tanks of
hot and cold water alternately; hanging upside down from a ceiling fan, while
being kicked and punched; electric shocks with electrodes connected to various
parts of the body, including ears, nipples and genitals; piercing with needles
beneath the finger-nails; being held in a small dark room into which were
introduced two big dogs, which bit the victim in all parts of his body;
threats against family members and being tortured in front of family members;
being hit on the fingers with a hammer while blindfolded, mouthwrapped and
with hands and feet tied; being tied to a chair and having burning coals
brought with pincers close to the eyes; having the head banged against a wall;
lying down on the floor on the back, with hands and feet tied to the ground
and being pressed with a boot on the neck until near suffocation; being forced
to chew a dead rat; being hung from the ceiling by wrists and feet, facing
down to the ground (a method known as "flying spider"); being subjected to a
method known as "Barbeque Chicken" or "Farooj"; being exposed to wild dogs for
10 minutes daily, and then having salt and pepper sprinkled on his bleeding
body. The names of the officials allegedly responsible for those practices
were transmitted to the Government. Following that treatment and further
threats of torture with thalium (a chemical poison), Mr. Dashti signed a
confession, was taken to court and was sent to Al-Quala prison for further
interrogation. He was held there for 14 months during which period he
continued to be tortured. He subsequently signed further confessions, was
taken to court and was sentenced to three years' imprisonment, which he served
in Manama prison. On 21 February 1988 Mr. Dashti was deported to Iran. While
serving his sentence Mr. Dashti witnessed several other inmates allegedly
being tortured. They included the following: Zuheir Haddad, Nader Al-Nasheet,
Muhammad Abdullah Al-Moghabi, Hussain Fordan, Abdul Raouf Al-Shayeb, Ebrahim
Hassan Jassim, Muhammad Hassan Mahroom, Said Al-Aradi, Abdul Redha Al-Turaifi,
Hassan Jaffer, Abdul Aziz Abdullah Nassir, Towfeeq Al-Mahroos, Jalal
Al-Quassab, Abdul Rasool Mubarak, Ebrahim Kadhim Matar, Ahmed Saleh, Faisal
Marhoon, Ali Saleh, Jaffar Ghowayed, Hasan Al Khan, Said Al Aradi, Jaffer
Sahwan and Muhammad Baquer. The Special Rapporteur also transmitted to the
Government the case of Muhammad Mansoor Hassan, aged 32, a Bahraini national
who was arrested on 25 January 1989 at Bahrain international airport upon his
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return from Syria. Mr. Hassan was reportedly kept in Al-Quala prison in
Manama. He was allegedly tortured to death, and hie body was found on
8 February 1989 in the village of Sar. His body bore the following marks of
torture: holes in the bones of the feet, bone fractures in the left hand and
the right thigh; the hair of his head was burnt and hiB scalp bore several
bleeding injuries. The authorities had reportedly admitted his detention, but
denied torturing him to death.

28. On 17 August 1989 the Government of Bahrain informed the Special
Rapporteur that the allegations concerning the death of Muhammad Mansoor
Hassan were completely false. The formal investigation into the cauBe of
death, properly conducted at the time, including an official post-mortem
examination of the body, confirmed that there were no suspicious circumstances
and that the deceased, a known epileptic, had died of natural causes.

29. On 28 December 1988 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal to the
Government of Benin 6tating that Mr. Leon Yelome, aged 30, was alleged to have
been arrested by members of the civil guard on 1U October 1988 and detained at
Camp Guezo. Further, Mr. Moussa Mama Yari, aged 37, was reportedly arrested
on 2k October and held, initially, in the police station and transferred to an
unknown place. According to the same information, both persons were subjected
to torture.

30. On 12 June 1989 the Government of Benin informed the Special Rapporteur
that Leon Yelome and Moussa Mama Yari, both members of different unlawful
movements and parties, were at present being held at the Guezo military camp
in Cotonou. Immediately after their arrest, the two prisoners were heard by
the State Security and Investigation Standing Committee. The file made up on
them by the Committee was transmitted in due course to the Public Prosecutor's
Department. Moreover, neither Leon Yelome nor Mousea Mama Yari were subjected
to torture either during or after their interrogation.

31. On 22 May 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal to the
Government of Benin stating that eight persons were allegedly being kept
incommunicado, without charge or trial, in the PLM Aledjo military camp in
Cotonou and that several of them had been severely beaten or' tortured. The
persons in question were: Roger Adote, student, arrested on 15 February 1989;
Bruno Pierre Alofa, student, arrested on 9 January 1989; Benjamin Badou, civil
servant, arrested on 26 January 1989; Theophile Bessan, teacher, arrested on
3 February 1989; Basile Degnonvi, sociologist, aged 33, arrested on
25 January 1989; Simon Fanou, plumber, arrested on 5 March 1989;
Arsene Gbaguidi, teacher, aged 31, arrested on 25 January 1989;
Michel Honanvoegbe, teacher, aged 31, arrested on 25 January 1989.

32. On 10 July 1989, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal to the
Government of Benin stating that Mr. Jonas Gninmagnon, aged 32, Chairman of
the Committee of the Parents and Spouses of Prisoners of Opinion was allegedly
arrested at Cotonou on 15 May 1989 and was still being detained, without
charge or trial, in the police station at Abomey-Calavi. Neither
Mr. Gninmagnon's family nor his lawyer are entitled to visit him. According
to the information received, most of the persons arrested on political grounds
were tortured. Some of them had died during the last 18 months after being
tortured by persons belonging to the security forces.
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Brazil

33. On 17 March 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal to the
Government of Brazil concerning information alleging that 22 persons,
including a priest, had been arrested on 11 March 1989, during a state
military police operation to expel some 600 peasant families from land they
had occupied in Fazenda Einira, Salto de Jacui, State of Rio Grande do Sul.
The 22 persons arrested were allegedly beaten after their arrest and tortured
by being staked to anthills. They were' taken to the local prison in
Sobradinho, where they were allegedly still being held incommunicado, by order
of a judge. The detained priest was named as Father Paulinho Ciorili (or
Cirioli). The other detainees were named as follows:Leonir Marcon,
Joao Tarcisio Schwap, Amarildo Zanovello, Eny Luiz Vinck, Ademir Nunes,
Norberto Da Silva, Joao Carlos Camargo, Jose Da Rosa Silva, Antoninho Martes,
Valdir Dias Rodrigues, Nelson Fortela, Joao Batista Serpa, Osmar Pretik,
Helmut Hering, Hamilton Soares, Valcir Dallacosta, Gaudencio Da Motta,
Ismael Ribeiro, Marilo de Bortolli, Joao Fernando dos Santos,
Antonio Moacir Rocil. It was also reported that 30 people had been seriously
injured during the operation, and that two were in critical condition in
intensive care, allegedly after being beaten. They were
Brother Sergio Gorgen, a member of the Franciscan congregation, and Joab Maria
Menezes, a rural worker.

34. On 19 July 1989 the Special Rapporteur addressed a letter to the
Government of Brazil transmitting information concerning the following cases
of alleged torture:

(a) Jose Carlos de Souto Finheiro, aged 25, and Evaldo Berto da Silva,
aged 23, were reportedly arrested on 6 June 1989 by police in Cachoeiras de
Macacu, State of Rio de Janeiro, and taken to police station No. 126, on
suspicion of having stolen a bicycle. They were allegedly beaten and tortured
by electrocution and attempts at strangulation;

(b) Fenelon Lins Filho, a trade unionist affiliated with the (Central
Unica dos Trabalhadores (CUT) (Brazil) was detained on 14 June 1989 in Lagoa
da Frata, State of Minas Gerais, and held for 45 hours, during which he was
allegedly severely beaten by 10 policemen.

35. On 16 November 1989 the Special Rapporteur addressed a letter to the
Government of Brazil transmitting information alleging that Ivan Brito de
Assis, aged 24, a leader of the Movimiento Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra
(MST) was arrested on 29 August 1989 by two policemen who took him to the
police station in Quebrangulo. There he was allegedly stripped and
interrogated and at the same time subjected to torture, which included the
"parrots perch" (when the victim is suspended upside down from a bar),
electric shocks all over his body, suffocation and tying a rope around his
testicles. Throughout the period in which he was in police custody he was
allegedly intimidated and threatened with death.

Bulgaria

36. On 18 July 1989 the Special Rapporteur addressed a letter to the
Government of Bulgaria transmitting information alleging that an unknown
number of persons had died, allegedly after being beaten by members of the



E/CN.4/1990/17
page 9

security forces, and that others had also been beaten, in the context of
demonstrations held by ethnic Turks in late May 1989. The following detailed
cases were reported:

(a) Nedzeb Osmanov Nedzebov, aged 47, from Kus, died after being beaten
during a demonstration in Kaolinovo; Myumun Feihimov, aged 28, from
Momchilgrad, died on 30 May 1989, allegedly from wounds received when he was
beaten by members of the security forces on 25 May 1989; a teacher known as
Fuat "Ogretman", aged 65, was beaten on 25 or 26 May 1989 in Kardzhali, and
died two days later;

(b) The following persons, residents of Dzhebel in the south of the
country, were allegedly severely beaten in their houses between 22 and
25 May 1989: Ozdzhan Alimov Aliev, Halil Ibrahimov Rekifov, Fetki Hasanov,
Orhan Myuminov, Sabri Osmanov and Sabri Omer Osmanov;

(c) Hyusein Hasanov Mustafov, aged 37, from Sechishe, was reportedly
arrested on 2 June 1989 and beaten with truncheons in Yagnilo village police
station;

Chile.

37. On 5 and 10 January 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent urgent messages to
the Government of Chile concerning the detention of Miss Dolores Cautivo,
aged 22, and Miss Maria Fernanda Cautivo, aged 16, and the detention of
Odette L6pez, Claudio Toro Herrera, Alexis Cuevas Zambrano, Carolina Videla
Osorio, Francisco Jose Jofre Gallardo, Patricio Jara Arias and Roberto Jimenez
on 31 December 1988 by the Arica Corps of Carabineros. On 22 May 1989 the
Special Rapporteur sent an urgent message concerning the detention of
Mi6s Dolores and Miss Maria Fernanda Cautivo, stating that, after their
release he had been informed that the two Bisters had been beaten and
subjected to ill-treatment during their interrogation. He had also been
informed that Miss Dolores Cautivo Ahumada had been re-arrested on
20 April 1989, on the instructions of the Military Prosecutor of Arica, under
the Anti-Terrorism Act. Miss Cautivo is reported to be confined in the public
goal in Arica and concern has been expressed about her physical and mental
integrity.

38. On 15 November 1989 the Government of Chile informed the Special
Rapporteur that:

"(a) On 1 January 1989, case No. 01/89, was opened, relating to the
events that occurred on 31 December 1988, at the Tucapel Circular Flyover in
the city of Arica. As a result of this investigation, at present 11 persons
are under a committal decision for infringement of Act No. 17,798, on the
control of firearms and explosives, as well as in a restrictive and
exceptional form, for infringement of Act No. 18,314, which determines
terrorist conduct and set6 the relevant penalties.

(b) Concerning the gist of the opinion given by the Under-Secretary for
the Interior of the Ministry of the Interior and pursuant to the information
provided by the Military Prosecutor of Arica to the assessor of the Division,
it can be stated that case No. 01/89, concerning the aforementioned accused
persons and the events that form the subject of the review by the
Under-Secretary for the Interior, is under investigation in the Prosecutor's
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Department for the Army and Carabineros of Arica, since there is no formal
background information in the form of a legal complaint to this military court
or any other ordinary court of justice concerning the alleged torture and
ill-treatment inflicted on Dolores Paz and Maria Fernanda Cautivo Ahumada.

(c) In this connection, it should be pointed out that Maria Fernanda
Cautivo Ahumada was detained only for five days on the order of the Military
Court, since she was subsequently referred to the Children's Court of Arica
for her mental capacity to be assessed; she is currently at liberty by order
of that court on the ground of lack of mental capacity.

(d) Finally it should be pointed out that Dolores Paz Cautivo Ahumada is
currently being detained under a committal order pursuant to Act No. 18,314
which determines terrorist conduct and sets the relevant penalties."

39. On 17 April 1989, the Special Rapporteur sent a letter to the Government
of Chile transmitting information to the effect that further cases of torture
had been reported since June 1988. Most of the persons detained were
allegedly subjected to torture or ill-treatment by members of
"Investigaciones", "Carabineros" or agents of the National Information Agency
(CNI), The following cases were communicated to the Special Rapporteur:

(a) Jose Luis Donoso Caceres, arrested on 26 October 1988 in Las Penas
by members of the Special Operations Group (GOPE) together with Miguel Angel
Colina Valdivia, aged 22; Manuel Antonio Araneda Gonzalez, aged 22; Richard
Adrian Ledesma Plaza, aged 23; Jose Antonio Ugarte Gonzalez, aged 19. A sixth
man, Claudio Danilo Araya Fuentes, aged 31, was arrested on 27 October 1988.
The six men were charged with carrying out a raid against a police station in
the village of Los Quenos. All were allegedly tortured and kept in isolation
for 35 days;

(b) The other alleged cases of torture involved the frequent practice of
electric shocks to the most sensitive parts of the body (genitals and head).
In addition to other forms of ill-treatment, the following persons were
allegedly subjected to electric shocks: Cristobal Carrasco Onate, arrested on
5 October 1988; Mirko Zarkovic Obrego and Victor Pavez Ramirez, arrested on
24 October 1988; Luis Carlos Godoy Cortes, arrested on 3 October 1988;
Oscar Patricio Molina Ossandon, arrested on 4 October 1988; Hector Zuniga,
Juan Abar and Miguel Angel Marciel Amor, arrested on 4 October 1988; Luis
Hernan Bravo Ordonez, arrested on 23 June 1988; Marco Antonio Sepulveda
Senoceain, arrested on 25 July 1988 and Sandra Ranz Velasquez, arrested on
9 October 1988.

40. On 2 October 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent a letter to the Government
of Chile transmitting information to the effect that Mr. Ivan Escurra Campos
and Miss Sissi Guzman Vargas had allegedly been arrested on 19 May 1989 by
five members of the Carabineros Special Activities Patrol in the
fifth district of Achupalas, Vina del Mar. After their arrest, they were
reportedly beaten and terrorized by a dog, after being tied up and stripped.
Later, both were alleged to have been taken to the fourth Carbineros station
in Vina del Mar, where Mr. Escurra Campos was subjected to a lengthy
interrogation during which he was tortured physically and psychologically.
The police are said to have threatened to kill his relatives and to have
deprived him of food and rest.
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41. On 21 April 1989 the Special Rapporteur addressed a letter to the
Government of China transmitting information alleging that 27 Tibetans had
been convicted on 19 January 1989 by the LhaBa City Intermediate People's
Court and the Lhasa Downtown Area People's Court for involvement in
demonstrations and given prison sentences of various durations. The following
detailed cases were reported:

(a) Several defendants reportedly alleged during their trial that they
had had to confess to the charges brought against them due to the severe
torture to which they had been subjected while in detention. Among them were
Lobsan Tenzin, sentenced to death, who was allegedly beaten with wooden sticks
and iron rods; Tsering Dhondup, sentenced to 18 years' imprisonment, who was
allegedly hung upside down from the ceiling and beaten with electric batons
during the interrogation; and Gyaltsen Choephel, sentenced to 15 years'
imprisonment, who allegedly had his hands and feet shackled, was beaten with
electric batons and ropes, was hung from the ceiling for five consecutive
days, was taken outside in the middle of the night, was stripped naked and had
the lower part of his body smeared with excrement;

(b) In addition, Ngawang Dopchen, a monk from the Drepung monastery, who
was released on 2 February 1989, had allegedly been tortured while in
detention. It was alleged that he had his hands twisted and tied behind his
back and was beaten on the chest, as a result of which he suffered broken ribs;

(c) It was further reported that five Catholic seminarians, whose names
were not given, from Nanmangong village in Hebei Province had been arrested
on 2 December 1988 by officers of the Qingyuan County Public Security office,
and then released after questioning. Three of them were reportedly arrested
again in early January 1989 and detained for three days. While in detention,
they were allegedly stripped naked, beaten, forced to lie on a cold cement
floor, and burned with lighted cigarettes. That torture was allegedly ordered
by two police officers, whose names were transmitted to the Government, who
bad allegedly, on various occasions over the past two years, abused their
power and persecuted Catholics in that region;

(d) Further to the urgent appeal sent to the Chinese Government on
2 December 1988 concerning four Tibetan nuns who had allegedly been subjected
to torture, the Special Rapporteur received information that their date of
arrest was 24 April 1988. The correct names of the four nuns were reported to
be as follows (the civil names are given in parenthesis): Gyaltsen LochS
(Zomkyi); Gyaltsen Tenzin (Tsering Dolma); Gyantsen Karzom (Tashi Yangzom) and
Ngawang Dolma (Padro). It was further alleged that the four nuns had later
been rearrested.

42. On 21 July 1989 the Government of China addressed a letter to the
Special Rapporteur, giving more details about the arrest and alleged torture
of five Catholic seminarians in Hebei Province (para. 41 (c), above). On
2 December 1989 the Public Security Bureau of the Qingyuan County,
Hebei Province, took into custody Chen Hekun, Ji Fuhou and three others for
investigation of their suspicious activities in the Nanmanying village. It
turned out that they had come to the village to attend a preaching seminar
organized by the underground Catholic forces. Once their origins were
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identified they were released after education and returned to their home
towns. On 4 January 1989 Chen and two others went to the Public Security
Bureau of the Qingyuan County and "kicked up a big row, seriously disrupting
the normal work there. When efforts of persuasion failed, the public security
department gave them a three-day detention as a punishment in accordance with
the Regulations on Administrative Penalties for Public Security. The
allegation that they were 'tortured1, 'stripped naked', 'forced to lie on a
cement floor' and 'burned with lighted cigarettes' were sheer fabrications".

43. On 13 June 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal to the
Government of China concerning information alleging that a large number of
persons who had been arrested during the first week of June 1989, at
Beijing University campuses and in other areas of the city, on suspicion of
active participation in demonstrations, had been severely beaten upon arrest.
The following were among those arrested: Lin Xiaobb, a lecturer in the
Chinese Department of Beijing Normal University; arrested on 6 June in
Beijing; Cao Siyuan, a senior advisor to Secretary General Zhao Ziyang,
arrested on 3 June in Beijing; Cheng Yu, a PhD candidate at the University of
Chicago (United States of America), her one-year-old son, Lee Payton, and
Tong Boning, a student at the University of California, Los Angeles; all
three were reportedly arrested by plain clothes policemen at Beijing airport
on 5 June. Reportedly, both Chen Yu and Tong Boning had participated in
demonstrations in Tienanmen Square, Beijing. Fears were expressed that these
and the other persons recently arrested might be subjected to further
ill-treatment or torture while in detention.

44. On 29 November 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal to the
Government of China concerning Tseten Norgye, aged 45, from Lhasa, who had
been arrested in April or May 1989, allegedly for having distributed Tibetan
propaganda. Tseten Norgye was reportedly being held, without charge, in
Chakpori detention centre in Lhasa. It was alleged that Tseten Norgye had
lost one eye and was seriously injured as a result of torture during
interrogations. It was further alleged that prisoners held in Chakpori
detention centre were systematically and severely tortured. In particular, it
was alleged that nuns held in Chakpori in July had had their breasts amputated.

Colombia

45. On 7 March 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent message to the
Government of Colombia concerning Orlando Agredo Jimenez, aged 29, a farmer.
The information received indicates that he was arrested by army personnel
on 24 November 1988. According to the information, he was taken to Santiago
Military Base where, in the course of the interrogation, he was subjected to
ill-treatment. It is also stated that the fingers of Mr. Agredo's right hand
were cut off.

46. On 19 April 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent a. letter to the Government
of Colombia transmitting information concerning allegations of cases of
torture and ill-treatment in Colombia. The complainants alleged the following:

(a) In December 1988 Elvia Regina Cuello Hernandez, Chairwoman of the
Community Action Board, her daughter Deyanira and her niece Marisela Margarita
Cuello Hernandez were allegedly forced by the army to leave the town of
El Pato, Antioquia. Subsequently, on 23 January Marisela M. Cuello and
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Argiro Alonso Avendano Palacio were arrested by army personnel in Caceri and
brought before the Seventh Court of Public Order in Medellin. It would seem
during the time when they were under arrest they were tortured to force them
to admit to the charges against them;

(b) Jesus Maria Avendano Villegas and Carlos Mario Avendano Palacio,
respectively the father and brother of Argiro Alonso Avendano Palacio, were
allegedly detained on 27 January by soldiers in Bello and subjected to
torture. Subsequently brought before the Second Court of Public Order, they
were released due to lack of evidence;

(c) Samuel Enrique de la Ossa, Manuel Echeverry Guerra, Giraldo Zapata
and three other unidentified persons are alleged to have been arrested by
the army on 5 March 1989 in El Pato and brought before the Sixth Court of
Public Order. During their detention they were allegedly subjected to threats
and ill-treatment.

47. On 8 June 1989 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent message to the
Government of Colombia concerning Mr. Rodolfo Hernandez, an employee of
Ecopetrol and a member of the Executive Committee of the Sole Confederation of
Workers (CUT), and Mr. Efrain Gomez, a member of the Tribunal of Social and
Constitutional Guarantees of CUT, alleged to have beer, arrested on 2 May 1989
in the town of Bucaramanga, and held at the premises of the Fifth Brigade in
that town. The two trade-unionists are reported to have been beaten and
subjected to ill-treatment and concern has been expressed about their physical
and mental integrity.

48. On 18 July 1989 the Government of Colombia informed the Special
Rapporteur that Mr. Efrain Antonio Gomez Moncada and Mr. Rodolfo Carlos
Hernandez Pulgarin belonged to the National Liberation Army (ELN) guerilla
group. They were arrested on 1 June 1989. They were interviewed by the
Regional Attorney in the Model Prison at Bucaramanga and told him that they
had not been tortured and they had not lodged a complaint with any authority.

49. On 14 September 1989 the Government of Colombia sent a letter to the
Special Rapporteur in answer to an urgent message of 2 December 1988
(E/CN.4/1989/15, para. 113) transmitting the cases of eight trade-union
leaders alleged to have been subjected to torture. According to the
information received from the Government, the trade union leaders arrested on
the occasion of the civil strike held on 27 October 1988 and subsequently
released received proper treatment and their physical and mental integrity was
respected at all times.

Ecuador

50. On 5 February 1989 the Government of Ecuador sent a letter to the
Special Rapporteur in answer to a communication of 29 June 1987 transmitting
information on four cases of reported torture. According to the information
received from the Government, investigations revealed that the Ecuadorian
citizens Betty Basantes Borja, Maria Rosa Cajas Lara, Cecilia del Carmen
Mendez Mora and Lidia Adriana Caicedo Bravo belong to the "Alfaro Vive Carajo"
subversive group. The present Government, which took office on 10 August 1988,
reached an agreement at the end of January 1989 with the above-mentioned Group
to put an end to armed activities.


